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Newsletters

Native Seed Scoop
2022 End of Year Edition

‘Tis (still) the season for seed cleaning at the Tallgrass Prairie Center!
From left to right: butterfly milkweed and skyblue aster from the plots and small
samples of American water horehound (top) and heath aster (bottom) from Iowa
remnant prairies.

Upcoming Events
Iowa Prairie Network Winter Seminar
•
•

Drake University, Des Moines
Saturday, February 18, 2023 - save the date

Native Seed Stakeholder Meeting – hosted by the TPC
•
•
•

University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, IA
Wednesday, March 8, 2023
Details and registration coming soon

National Native Seed Conference: Cultivating the Restoration
Supply Chain
•
•
•

Washington, DC
March 27-30, 2023
Abstract deadline extended to Jan. 6, 2023

North American Prairie Conference
•
•

Des Moines, IA
June 25-29, 2023

Check the TPC online calendar for other upcoming events, including our
spring Seminar Series

What’s Your Scoop?
Have something to share with other native seed stakeholders? Send your news
tips to laura.walter@uni.edu.
You can also join our native seed listserv to post news and questions
directly to the group. Email laura.walter@uni.edu to join.

Tallgrass Prairie Center Annual Highlights
Interested in what’s been going on at the TPC over the past year? Find out by
reading our Annual Highlights.

TPC Seed Scoop
Iowa Source-Identified stock seed for native seed growers
The updated AVAILABLE SPECIES LIST can be found under Plant Materials:
Purchasing Foundation Seed on the TPC website.

NEW ecotypes available
New “Northern Iowa” stock seed of blue vervain, common boneset, and parasol
whitetop (below, left to right) is available for release. (Quantity of parasol
whitetop is limited.) These new ecotypes use zone definitions based on the
USFS Provisional Seed Transfer Zones. For more information on new ecotypes
or available seed go to Purchasing Foundation Seed on the TPC website.

Progress in refreshing existing ecotypes
We use reserved Generation 1 seed to produce fresh seed for our stock seed
bank. This year, we regenerated our supplies of Zone IA Illinois tick trefoil, Zone
2 longbract spiderwort, Zone 2 Bicknell’s sedge, Zone 2 butterfly milkweed, Zone
1 prairie sage, Zone 1 skyblue aster, and Zone 1 meadow blazing star, and
more.

Propagation plans for 2023
We will be growing fresh seed of existing ecotypes of prairie blazing star, rough
blazing star, and showy goldenrod, among others. We’re excited to start new

“Northern Iowa ecotypes” of Virginia strawberry, swamp lousewort, heath aster,
and false boneset (below, left to right, top to bottom).
Thank you to partners at the Iowa DNR Prairie Resource Center and USDA-NCR
Plant Introduction Station for sharing seed, and to all of the organizations,
agencies, and private individuals who allow us to collect seed for ecotype
production!

Iowa native seed stakeholders in the news
Prairie Restoration Center at Brushy Creek is knowledge base for Iowa’s
expanding prairies. Greene County News Online, September 2022.
Harvesting seeds in Loess Hills brings new life to the Iowa prairie. WOWT
News, October 2022.
Years of monarch research shows how adding habitat will help
conservation. Iowa State University News Service, December 14, 2022.

A Scoop of Science

Soil in midwestern US is eroding 10 to 1,000 times faster than it forms, study
finds. UMass Amherst, December 2022.
Restoring Native Prairie Plants? You May Be Missing One Key Ingredient—
Fungi. The Daily Yonder, June 10, 2022.
Amy T. Wolf, et al. Floral Resources Used by the Endangered Rusty Patched
Bumble Bee (Bombus affinis) in the Midwestern United States. Natural Areas
Journal: October 2022.
Andrew D. Kaul and Brian J. Wilsey. Cover crop species alter tallgrass prairie
community assembly. Oecologia: 19 October 2022.
Naomi S. Rushing, et al. Latitude of seed source impacts flowering phenology
and fitness in translocated plant populations. Restoration Ecology: November
2021.
Note: if any of the links are not working, please email me.

Even though most of our work this time of year is indoors, we try to get out into prairies as
often as possible. It’s always good to get a fresh reminder of why we do this work! Happy
New Year!
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